THE RECONSTRUCTION OF EUROPE
of novelty and interest/' the phrase used by a recent
biographer of Talleyrand. But these seven pages contain
the key to the whole history of Western civilization from
the French Revolution to the present, and very probably
the key to the history of subsequent generations. I am
going to quote the "whole of this important passage, trans-
posing a little and adding here and there commentaries
of my" own. Both transposition and commentaries will be
useful for getting the most out of what the author seems
to have written without ever suspecting that he was bring-
ing a powerful light to bear on several centuries of his-
tory.
I have already mentioned that during the last days of the
Empire I had often asked myself this question: What form
of government should France adopt after the fall of Napoleon?
To have restored the dynasty of the man who had led
France to destruction would have been to sink to the lowest
and most abject misery. Moreover, Austria, who alone would
have had no objections to the regency of Marie Louise, had
only a weak voice in the councils of the Allies. She had been
the last of the great powers who had undertaken to avenge
Europe's -wrongs, and certainly Europe did not make any
strenuous efforts to put the throne of France at the disposal
of the Court of Vienna.
Russia might make an ingenious bid for Bernadotte, in
order to rid herself of a troublesome neighbor in Sweden; but
Bernadotte was only a new form of the Revolution, fiugfcne
de Beauharnais might perhaps have been carried by the army,
but the army had been beaten.
The due d'Orteans was supported by only a few individuals.
In the eyes of some, his father had committed the crime of
having dishonored the name of equality; for others, the due
d'Orl&ns would have been no more than a usurper of better
family than Bonaparte*
And, meanwhile, it was becoming increasingly urgent to
form a government which could be hurriedly substituted for
the one that was falling to pieces* A single day's delay might
bring about the realization of those ideas of partition and